
Response to Instruction (RtI)
Parents and families working together with 
educators to meet student needs.

What is RtI?
Response to Instruction, or RtI, is a national and 
state model in which all students can learn and 
achieve high standards through effective teach-
ing.  Individual student progress is monitored and 
results are used to make decisions about further 
instruction and intervention. Schools teams — 
made up of teachers, counselors and support staff 
—  identify, coordinate and respond to the needs 
of students. Teams can more quickly evaluate the 
effectiveness of instruction and make changes if 
needed. As the students’ needs dictate, more tiers 
of interventions are available for students. 

What does the RtI process look like?
An RtI system typically has three tiers. Each tier provides different 
levels of support.

-  In Tier 3, students are given intensive instruction. 
When appropriate, referrals to special education may be made.

-  In Tier 2, the school provides additional targeted interventions 
to students in order to accelerate their academic growth.

-  In Tier 1, universal, high-quality curriculum and instruction is 
provided to all students.

Who will benefit from RtI?
All children in Jefferson County benefit from RtI 
which provides a rigorous, standards-based cur-
riculum and research-based instruction. 

How does RtI help?
Intervening at the first sign of need is important 
for student success.  When ongoing academic and 
behavioral performance data inform instructional 
decisions, student results improve. 
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Additional Resources
CDE Link - www.cde.state.co.us/rti/LearnAboutRtI.htm

RtI Communication Tips

1) Talk to your child about how things are going at 
school. Regularly check their work and attendance.

2) Communicate with your child’s teacher re-
garding his or her progress.

3) When concerns or questions arise, first re-
quest a meeting with your child’s teacher and/
or counselor to discuss the concerns. 

4) If the concern continues, contact the school 
principal if needed.

5) If the problem is not resolved at the school 
site, contact the Community Superintendents’ 
Office at 303-982-6611.

Weber Elementary School
Teacher Stephanie Dill...
“RtI helped us make that connec-
tion.  Johnny is a true reader now. 
He wants to read and he wants to 
learn.”

Weber Elementary School 
student Johnny...
“When I came here I couldn’t read 
one sentence.  Since I have been in 
this class I have improved my read-
ing.”

Falcon Bluffs Middle School 
Principal Wendy Rubin
“RtI essentially is getting every kid what 
they need to be successful.  We look at 
each student as an individual, with differ-
ent strengths and interests.  We look at the 
whole child and really try to give kids what 
they need in each of those important areas.”

Why is parent involvement critical?
When families, schools and communities 
work together, children are more suc-
cessful. Collaboration among educators, 
families and community members is the 
foundation to effective problem solving 
and instructional decision making.  


